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Comparative adjectives

Para comparar DOS cosas, animales o personas utilizamos los adjetivos en grado comparativo, el
cual se divide en: comparativo de superioridad, comparativo de igualdad y comparativo de
inferioridad
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SUPERIORIDAD {mas... que)
El comparativo de superioridad se usa para comparar dos personas, animales o cosas cuando una
supera a la otra en algln aspecto. Para formarlo deberemos fijarnos en la longitud del adjetivo:

1. Adjetivos cortos
Se consideran adjetivos cortos aquellos que tienen una silaba . El comparativo se forma de la
siguiente manera:

afiadiendo -er al adjetive + than

cheap (barato) — cheaper than {mas barato que)
The white shirt is cheaper than the blue one (la camisa blanca es mas barata que la azul)

Casos especiales:

* Los adjetivos cortos que acaben en vocal + consonante (-b, -d, -g, -n, -p, -t) duplican
la consonante antes de afiadir -er. Hof — hotter big — bigger thin
— thinner

* Alos adjetivos de dos silabas que acaben en consonante® + -y cambian la y por una
i, afiadiendo por tanto -ier (hungry, empty, friendly, tidy, busy, dity, funny, hungry, crazy,
early, lucky...) crazy — crazier happy — happier lucky— luckier

* Los adjetivos cortos que acaban en -e muda (no se pronuncia) sélo tendremos que
afadir -r. Nice — nicer large — larger

* Los adjetivos cortos que acaben en -l, duplican la [ antes de afiadir -er. cruel — crueller
Si acaban en doble |, s6lo afiadiremos -er. Tall — taller

* Aungue acaben en dos silabas se consideran cortos a efectos de formacion del grado
comparativo.

Ejemplos:

She is taller than her sister. (Ella es mas alta que su hermana)

John is thinner than Mike (John es mas delgado que Mike)

My office is larger than hers (Mi oficina es mas grande que la suya)

Her hair is curlier than mine (su pelo es mas rnizado que el mio)

Today is hotter than yesterday (Hoy hace mas calor que ayer)

Adverbios

El grado comparativo en adverbios por lo general se forma como explicamos a continuacion. Mo
obstante, algunos adverbios "cortos” como early (temprano), late (tarde) o near (cerca) afiaden -er.
early — earlier late — lafer near — nearer

2. Adjetivos largos
Se consideran adjetivos largos aquellos gue tienen dos silabas o mas. El comparativo de
superioridad se forma de la siguiente manera:

more + adjetivo [ adverbio + than

Famous (famoso) — more famous than {mas famoso que)

Expensive (caro) — more expensive than (mas caro que)

Difficult (dificil) — more difficult than (mas dificil que)

Easily (facilmente) — more easily than (mas facilmente que, con mas facilidad que)



Ejemplos:

His trainers are more comfortable than hers (sus zapatillas son mas comodas que las suyas)
A blouse is more elegant than a t-shirt (una camisa es mas elegante que una camiseta)
Mercedes is more expensive than Hyundai (Mercedes es mas caro que Hyundai)

she learns more easily than her sister (ella aprende con mas facilidad que su hermana)

Excepciones
Quiet — quieter than

Los adjetivos de dos silabas que acaben en -ow, -le y -er permiten ambas formas, si bien es mas
comun afiadir -er.

Clever — cleverer than / more clever than

Narrow — namrower than / more narrow than

Simple — simpler than { more simple than

Irregulares
Algunos adjetivos adoptan una forma irregular para formar su grado comparativo.

Good (bueno) — better than {mejor que)
Bad (malo) — worse than (peor que)
Far (lejos) — farther than [ further than {mas lejos que)

Otras expresiones:

Con los comparativos no podemos usar "very” (muy). Sin embargo, si podemos usar:

much [ far (mucho mas)”

Chinese is much [ far more difficult than Spanish (el chino es mucho mas dificil gue el espariol)
a lot [ lots (mucho mas) (informal}

Chinese is a lot more difficult than Spanish

a little {un poco)

INFERIORIDAD (menos.... que)
El grado de inferioridad se formara de la siguiente manera:
Less + adjetivo / adverbio + than

Water iz less expensive than coke (ef agua es menos cara que la coca-cola)

The book is less popular than the film (el libro es menos conocido que la pelicula)
He dnves less carefully than his wife (el conduce con menos cuidado que su mujer)
I go to the cinema less often than you (voy al cine con menos frecuencia que tU)

Ademas de adjetivos y adverbios, también podemos usar este grado comparativo con sustantivos:
less + sustantivo incontable + than
He has less money than you (8l tiene menos dinero que )

fewer + sustantivo contable + than
He has fewer books than she has (€l tiene menos libros gue ella)
He-heatessbooks-thatshethas



Exercises: comparative adjectives |
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Escribe la forma comparativa de superioridad afiadiendo "er than"o "more

than"a los siguientes adjetivos, segiin corresponda.

1 Difficulc —*

2 Cheap —*

3 Short —*

5 Beautiful —>
0 Heavwy —*

]

n sz —>

]

1 2 Qd —

S ]

8 Boring —*

13 Interesting —*

]

8 Nice —*
14 Bad —>
9 Enjoyable — 5 Far —

]




7

Serigus —*

Thin —*

Cold —*

Famaous —»

Good —*



Comparative Adjectives Exercise 1

Review comparative adjectives here.
Download this quiz in PDF here.

Comparative Adjectives

Make the comparative form. If it's possible, use 'er'. If not, use 'more’.

1) Dogs are | | (intelligent) than rabbits.
[-]
2) Lucy is | ' (old) than Ellie.
[-]
3) Russia is far | | (large) than the UK.
[-]
4) My Latin class is | | (boring) than my English class.
[-]
5) In the UK, the streets are generally | | (narrow) than in the
USA.
[-]
6) London is | | (busy) than Glasgow.
M.1
7) Julie is | | (quiet) than her sister.
[-]
8) Amanda is | ' (ambitious) than her classmates.
[-]
9) My gardenis a lot | ' (colourful) than this park.
[-]
10) His house is a bit | ' (comfortable) than a hotel.

[-]




Comparatives 2

Exercise 2- write the correct forms.

Bikes are |cheap Ithan cars.

January is |cold |than June.

My sister is |thin | than my brother.
Sue is |good Iat English than me.
Hares are |fast |than tortoises.

My shirt is |colourful |than hers.

Alan's eyes are |big | than Peter's.
Mount Everest is [high |than K2.
Football is |popular | than tennis.
Paula's hair is [long | than Martha's.
My girlfriend is |pretty |than Rose.

Elephants are [heavy |than giraffes.




