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ACTIVITY 

 

Read to four people, Bob, Andrea, Jim and Pauline describe something bad 

that happened on holiday. 

 

1. Bob It was stupid really. I was in the railway station and I was waiting for 

the train. This guy my age came up to me and asked me about a place to buy 

souvenirs. I couldn’t help him and then he went away. Then I noticed that my 

bag was open. Someone had stolen my digital camera. I had packed it in the 

front of my suitcase and someone had taken it while I was talking to the man. 

I think they were working as a team. 

 2. Andrea It was awful. I woke up in the middle of the night feeling ill. I had a 

fever and I started vomiting. It was the same for my parents. We had gone to 

a posh restaurant by the sea and we had eaten some prawns, and I’m sure 

that they had made me ill. I spent the whole next day in bed. 3. Jim I’m not a 

tourist. I’m a traveller but sometimes I get into trouble. Last year, I was in La 

Paz. Well I hadn’t wanted to go on a guided tour so I just went to explore the 

city on my own using an app. The problem was that there was no WiFi and I 

couldn’t use my phone. I got completely lost. Luckily, I met this lovely old 

lady who took me back to my youth hostel. She was nice but it was a bit 

embarrassing really. 

4. Pauline I was in Dubai and I was getting ready to go dancing with my 

friends when I looked in the mirror and my face was red. I was sunburnt! I 

had been on the beach all day and I hadn’t put on any suncream because 

there were lots of clouds. I mean, in Britain, you don’t get sunburnt when it’s 

cloudy but the sun is very dangerous in Dubai. I was in agony! 

 

 PLEASE ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS WHO … 

a. made a mistake because of the weather? Pauline 

b. was a victim of crime? Bob  

c. got lost? Jim  

d. became ill? Andrea 

 

 WHY DO THE PEOPLE MENTION THESE THINGS? READ AGAIN TO 

CHECK. 



 a. camera  

b. prawns  

c. a phone app  

d. clouds  

R/= to make it relevant 

 

 LOOK AT THE EVENTS FROM THE LISTENING. WHICH ONE 

HAPPENED FIRST? WHICH ONE HAPPENED SECOND? WRITE 1 OR 2. 

 

a. _1_Then I noticed that my bag was open. _2_ Someone had stolen my 

digital camera. 

b. _1_I woke up in the middle of the night feeling ill. _2_We had eaten some 

prawns.  

c. _1_I hadn’t wanted to go on a guided tour. _2_I just went to explore the 

city on my own.  

d. _1_My face was red. _2_I had been on the beach all day and I hadn’t put on 

any suncream. 

 

 AT THE PICTURES. DO YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SHOW? WHERE IS 

THIS PLACE? WHY IS THIS PLACE IMPORTANT? READ THE TEXT 

QUICKLY TO CHECK YOUR ANSWERS  

1. E incredible, burning, often over 40 degrees Celsius in the summer 

months. Part of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Dubai is a city in the middle 

of the desert. Where the pavement ends, sand begins and it stretches for 

kilometres and kilometres into the distance. Despite this harsh climate, the 

people of Dubai have turned their city into one of the world’s most popular 

tourist resorts.  

2. A There are five star hotels that you need special permission to visit. If you 

want to buy souvenirs, you can buy gold jewellery from a vending machine. 

The shopping malls are enormous palaces with every luxury product you 

could think of.  

3. F One of the most famous is the Palm Island. This is an artificial island 

built in the sea right next to the city. It is the site of luxury homes and hotels, 

although it’s not actually the best place to go sightseeing. It’s only possible 

to see the palm shape from the air.  



4. B To build the Palm Island, the developers destroyed both a place where 

turtles lay their eggs as well as the only coral reef along the coast. The coral 

was an essential habitat for marine life and although there are plans to 

replace it with an artificial reef, the damage has already been done.  

5. C numbers of people are moving to live in Dubai and they all need water, 

something which is not easily available in the desert. The solution is to use 

desalination plants, factories which turn sea water into fresh water. These 

use enormous amounts of electricity and produce large amounts of CO2.  

6. G On the one hand, we want to make pleasant places for people to live and 

exciting locations for tourists to enjoy. This creates jobs for people where 

there is no other work. On the other hand, development often equals 

destruction and the environment suffers as a result 

 

 LOOK AGAIN AT THE TEXT. MAKE NOTES UNDER THESE HEADINGS. 

 

THE NEEDS OF TOURISTS AND 

PEOPLE 

HOW DEVELOPMENT AFFECTS 

THE ENVIRONMENT 

 The needs of tourists and sorry is to  

be able to visit and know new places 

 and live new experiences. 

Developmenth affects In every 

way because they are 

destroying the vegetation and 

every day there is more 

pollution. 

 

 NOW ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS. 

 

1. What kind of people go to Dubai as tourists? R/= Tourists.  

2. What is the natural environment like in Dubai? R/= Bad, destroyed both a 

place where turtles lay their eggs as well as the only coral reef along the 

coast.  

3. Is there any wildlife in Dubai? R/= No  

4. Why do people allow development in Dubai when it has a negative effect 

on the environment?R/= so that tourism continues to increase  

5. you think people are making the right or the wrong decisions in Dubai? R/= 

Wrong. 



6. you think there are similar problems in your country? R/= yes  

7. do you think is more important: jobs from tourism or protection of the 

environment? R/= The environmental protection. 

 

 B. WRITE A TOPIC SENTENCE FOR EACH OF THESE PARAGRAPHS. 

 



 



 


