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Lesson 5.1

The Passive Voice

EM

[ a voz pasiva



Hasta ahora hemos hablado de la voz activa donde enfocamos la accion del
verbo en el sujeto. Pero cuando queremos dar mas importancia a la acciony no a
quien la ha realizado, utilizamos la voz pasiva.

Ejemplos:

La voz activa

(® He ate all of the cookies.(Comioc todas las galletas.)

La voz pasiva

(® All of the cookies were eaten. (Todas las galletas fueron comidas.)

Grammatical Rules (reglas gramaticales)

Se forma la voz pasiva con el verbo auxiliar "to be” y el participio pasado del
verbo.

[ Sujeto + verbo auxiliar (to be) + participio pasado...

Ejemplos:

@ The speech is written for the president.(El discurso estd escrito para el presidente.)
(®) The house was built in 1975.(La casa fue construida en 1975)
(® My wallet has been stolen.(Ha sido robada mi cartera.)

(») The room will be cleaned while we are out.(Se limpiard la habitacion mientras
estemos fuera.)



Para transformar una oracion activa a pasiva tenemos en cuenta los siguientes
puntos:

1. El objeto de la oracion activa pasa a ser el sujeto de la pasiva.

2. El verbo principal se sustituye por el auxiliar "to be”, en su mismo tiempo, junto
al verbo principal en participio.

3. El sujeto de la oracién principal pasa a ser complemento agente de la pasiva.

4. 51 hacemos mencion en la oracion del sujeto que realiza la accion (sujeto
agente), este ira normalmente precedido por la preposicion “by”.

Ejemplos:

La voz activa:

() Mark Twain wrote the book.(Mark Twain escribio el libro.)

La voz pasiva:

G) The book was written by Mark Twain.(El libro fue escrito por Mark Twain.)

La voz activa:

(*) The housekeeper will clean the room.(La ama de casa limpiard la habitacicn.)

La voz pasiva:

(*) The room will be cleaned by the housekeeper.(La habitacién serd limpiada por la
ama de casa.)



Uses (Lisos)

1. Usamos la voz pasiva cuando no sabemos quien ha realizado la accion.

Ejemplos:

() A civilian has been killed.(Un civil ha sido asesinado.)
(*) The car was stolen.(El coche fue robado.)

2. Usamos la voz pasiva cuando queremos dar mas importancia a lo que paso,
que a quién realizd la accidn o cuando no queremos decir quien la realizo.

Ejemplos:

(*) The letter was delivered yesterday.(La carta fue entregada ayer)
(® A mistake was made.(Un error fue cometido.)

¢ Qué reglas hay que tener en cuenta?

La buena noticia es que la estructura de la pasiva es muy sencilla: lo importante es
saber conjugar el verbo “ro be”.

La estructura basica es: sujeto + (to be) + participio pasado.

Tiempo Ejemplo en pasiva

verbal

Present The film is directed by John Smith (La pelicula esta dirigida por
simple John Smith).

Present The film is being directed by John Smith (La pelicula esta
continuous siendo dirigida por John Smith).

Past The film was directed by John Smith (La pelicula fue dirigida por

simple John Smith).



Past The film was being directed by John Smith (La pelicula estaba

continuous siendo dirigida por John Smith).

Present The film has been directed by John Smith (La pelicula ha sido
perfect dirigida por John Smith).

Past The film had been directed by John Smith (La pelicula habia
perfect sido dirigida por John Smith).

Future The film will be directed by John Smith (La pelicula sera dirigida
(will) por John Smith).

Future (be The film is going to be directed by John Smith (La pelicula va a
going to) ser dirigida por John Smith).

Verbos The film should / might / must be directed by John Smith (La
modales pelicula deberia / podria / debe ser dirigida por John Smith).

How to make the Passive in English

We make the passive by putting the verb 'to be' into whatever tense we need and then adding the
past participle. For regular verbs, we make the past participle by adding 'ed' to the infinitive. So
play becomes played. Click here to learn about irregular verbs.

Tense Active Passive

present simple I make a cake. A cake is made (by me).

present continuous Iam making a cake. A cake is being made (by me).

past simple Imade a cake. A cake was made (by me).

past econtinuous Twas making a cake. A cake was being made (by me).
present perfect I have made a cake. A cake has been made (by me).

pres. perf. continuous I have been making a cake. A cake has been being made (by me).
past perfect IThad made a cake. A cake had been made (by me).
future simple Twill make a cake. A cake will be made (by me).

future perfect Twill have made a cake. A cake will have been made (by me).



Passive 1 (present simple)

Make these active present simple sentences passive. You don't need to repeat
'somebody’.

1) Somebody sends emails.

I

[-]

2) Somebody cuts the grass.

|

[-]
3) Somebody prefers chocolate.
|

[-]

4) Somebody often steals cars.

|

[.]

5) Somebody plays loud music.
I

[.]

6) Somebody speaks English here.

7) Somebody loves the London parks.

| |
[-]

8) Somebody wants staff.
| |

[.]

9) Somebody writes articles.

[-]
10) Somebody loves Julie.

| |




Passive 2 (past simple)

Make the passive form with the past simple. You don't need to repeat 'somebody’.

1) Somebody found the key.

|

[.]

2) Somebody made mistakes.

L

[.]

3) Somebody loved that woman.
|

[.]

4) Somebody cleaned the rooms.
|

[.]
5) Somebody fixed the computer.
|

[.]
6) Somebody built that house.

|

7) Somebody wrote War and Peace.

[-]
8) Somebody painted The Mona Lisa.

| |
[]

9) Somebody stole my wallet.

[-]
10) Somebody prepared lunch.

| |




Passive 3 (present perfect)

Make these present perfect sentences passive. You don't need to repeat 'somebody’.

1) Somebody has watered the plants.
|

[.]
2) Somebody has taken the money.

[.]
3) Somebody has bought the presents.

[.]
4) Somebody has finished the report.

[.]
5) Somebody has killed the President.

[.]
6) Somebody has repaired the road.

7) Somebody has elected that man.

| |
[-]

8) Somebody has learned lessons.

| |

[-]
9) Somebody has fired John.

| |

[-]
10) Somebody has ordered new books.

| |




